More on Hollywood

IN the past, the masses of mankind have been the victims not
only of class injustices and economic privations but also of cul-
tural scarcity. Even now, liberty of expression and public
education are not sufficient to end the reign of cultural scarcity.
For the creation of a democratic culture requires that the material,
economic, and technical prerequisites for such a culture also be made
available to the masses of the people. In the United States these
prerequisites do exist, and have long existed. Dr. Horace M. Kallen,
in an article, "Of Democracy and the Arts" (The Journal of Aesthetics
and Art Criticism, Vols. 9-10), discussed the problem of democracy
and culture and pointed out, correctly, the correlation between a
culture for the masses and the development and perfection of instru-
ments of communication, which constitute one of the prerequisites
for the creation of a democratic culture. Further, Dr. Kallen stated
that the movies, one of the arts "addressed to the multitudes," offer
real promise for the achievement of this end. Among other reasons
for his optimism, Dr. Kallen remarked that "a movie occasionally
repeats, and, repeating, transforms, books and plays of larger cur-
rency and once in a while draws upon Shakespeare or Dickens.
Whatever else may be said of the movie, it contributes to democratic
cultural abundance, bringing within reach of the multitudinous poor
much that formerly had had the scarcity-value which established it as an
appurtenance of the rich and the privileged." (Italics mine.)
Dr. Kallen's hopeful and approving comment on the movies is a
logical, but not a necessary, deduction of the views on the problem of
art and democracy held by the pragmatists, who have been the most
consistent expositors in America of the ideas of democracy, of demo-
cracy as a way of life. The pragmatists emphasize "shared experi-
ence" as the supreme good in life. They see in democracy, more
than in any other moral and political system, promise of greater
possibilities of this sharing of experience. This ideal of the good
emphasizes co-operativeness, getting together. Procedures, instru-
mentalities, methods of getting people together, for making it
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